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Ruairi Robertson, PhD is a Sir Henry Wellcome Postdoctoral at 
Barts and the London School of Medicine and Dentistry at 
Queen Mary University of London. There, he is studying host 
interactions with the early-life gut microbiota and the 
implications for metabolic programming and immune 
development in the context of malnutrition. 
 
Dr. Robertson is currently conducting a longitudinal observational study of children diagnosed 
with severe acute malnutrition in Zimbabwe and Zambia. His research employs a multi-omics 
approach (metagenomics and metabolomics) to examine the role of the gut microbiota on the 
metabolic disturbances, immune, and clinical outcomes of child malnutrition in large mother-
infant cohorts (n=1000). 
 
He was previously awarded a Fulbright Scholarship from 2015 to 2016 to Harvard University 
Medical School at the Laboratory of Lipid Medicine and Technology at Harvard and 
Massachusetts General Hospital. His research focused on the effect of maternal and early life 
omega-3 status on the gut microbiota and metabolic programming. 
 
Dr. Robertson’s has published more than 21 peer-reviewed articles and is highly involved in 
public scientific discourse for children and adults as well, including a TEDx Talk and as an expert 
contributor to “The Gut Stuff.” He has received numerous awards including most recently the 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Awards—Individual Fellowship in 2021. In 2019, he was a Runner-Up for 
the British Nutrition Foundation Early-Career Researcher Award. He received the Young 
Researcher award at the Wellcome Trust and WHO Transformative Nutrition Meeting and was 
nominated as one of 600 young scientists worldwide to attend the Lindau Nobel Meeting. In 
2016, he received the Science Writing Award from the European Nutrition Leadership Programme 
and the New Investigator Award from the International Society of Fatty Acids and Lipids. 


